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Liberal Education Outcome: 
Ability in or Habit of . . .

K N OW LED G E
 Science
 Social sciences
 M athem atics
 H um anities
 A rts

IN TELLECTU A L A N D  PRA CTICA L SK ILLS 
 W ritten and oral com m unication 

 Inquiry, critical and creative thinking

 Q uantitative literacy 

 Inform ation literacy

 Team w ork

 Integration of learning

IN D IV ID U A L A N D  SOCIA L RESPON SIBILITY
 Civic responsibility and engagem ent

 Ethical reasoning

 Intercultural know ledge and actions

 Propensity for lifelong learning

B usiness and government support for liberal education outcome

“Executives w ill need a broad understanding of other cultures, other languages, history, 
science, and the arts, if they are to successfully navigate a rapidly changing future business 
environm ent.”1  see also note 13 

“G ood w riting skills and good public speaking skills are crucial to business success.”2 
see also notes 6, 13

“[T]he proportion of college graduates w ho dem onstrate an advanced ability to think critically, 
com m unicate effectively, and solve problem s w ill increase substantially.”3  see also note 15

“W e are rem inded that the real challenge of today’s econom y is not in m aking things but in 
producing creative ideas. . . . ”4  see also note 18

 
“Business w ants new  em ployees from  the educational system  w ho can do m athem atics 

accurately, w ithin benchm ark tim e periods, and frequently w ith the use of a calculator. . . . In 
the w orld of w ork it m eans dealing w ith real, unpredictable, and unorganized situations w here 
the fi rst task is to organize the inform ation and only then calculate to fi nd an answ er.”5 see 

also note 13 

“W orkers are expected to identify, assim ilate, and integrate inform ation from  diverse sources; 
they prepare, m aintain, and interpret quantitative and qualitative records; they convert 
inform ation from  one form  to another. . . .”6

“Extracurricular activities and college projects that require team w ork can help students learn to 
value diversity and deal w ith am biguity.”7  see also note 18

“Reading, w riting, and basic arithm etic are not enough. These skills m ust be integrated w ith 
other kinds of com petency to m ake them  fully operational.”8  see also notes 6, 14 

“Educating youth for citizenship should be the job of all teachers, not just those w ho teach 
history, social studies, and civics.”9  see also note 16

“Study of the liberal arts can lead to m oral understandings that are invaluable to success in 
w hatever one attem pts in life.” 10   see also note 17 

“The im proved ability to think critically, to understand issues from  different points of view , and 
to collaborate harm oniously w ith co-w orkers from  a range of cultural backgrounds all enhance 
a graduate’s ability to contribute to his or her com pany’s grow th and productivity.”11  see also 

note 1

“So the industry requires a w orkforce that can keep pace w ith technology— people w ho have 
the fundam ental skills and an ability to continue learning . . . .[T]hey w ill need em ployees that 
can adapt, continue to learn, and keep pace w ith rapid developm ents.”12  see also notes 15, 17

The chart below illustrates signifi cant support from  business and governm ent leaders for the recom m ended liberal 

education outcom es. G iven sim ilar support for the outcom es within higher education and am ong accreditors, both regional 

and specialized (see Taking Responsibility for the Quality of the Baccalaureate Degree, pages 12-13), there is a strong case for 

conducting a cam paign to engage students and the public with the im portance of these outcom es.
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